
           
 

 

 
 

New On-Board Software Helps First Responders in Stressful Situations 
Innovative Òtap browserÓ makes libraries of critical information accessible within seconds. 

 
 

(Portland, OR)—First responders have never had an easy job, 
and today it’s more difficult than ever. Regardless of the 
situations they are thrown into, providers are judged on every 
decision they make, and with protocols and practices 
changing frequently it’s little wonder that life-effecting 
mistakes occur. 
 
A new piece of on-board software aims to make sure that 
preventable mishaps don’t happen. 
 
A first-of-its-kind application, Informed® Digital Field 
Guides MDC Edition 2007™ bundles Informed Publishing’s 
library of popular law enforcement, fire/rescue and 
emergency medical field guides into a piece of software that operates on mobile computers in emergency 
response vehicles. An innovative “tap browser” provides instant touch-screen access to critical information 
and user-programmable buttons allow users to customize the software to meet regional requirements.  
 
“Today’s first responders need immediate access to situation-specific information, and they need 
reassurance that the information is reliable,” said Informed Publishing President Chris Barnes. “Informed® 
Digital Field Guides MDC Edition 2007™ meets those needs, freeing responders to focus on the situation 
at hand rather than rifling through notes or searching their PDA for information.” 
 
Informed® Digital Field Guides MDC Edition 2007™ uses an innovative new “tap browser” that lets 
first responders tap a touch-sensitive screen to access information, much like PC users click links in an 
Internet browser. The program’s customizable interface lets users assign buttons to the topics and issues 
they most frequently encounter, including natural disasters and forest fires, and oversized icons make 
needed information easy to find while operating the vehicle. 
 
Built on the .NET framework, Informed® Digital Field Guides MDC Edition 2007™ can be installed on 
any Windows-based platform, including MDC systems, laptops, desktop computers and, in the near future, 
mobile phones and PDAs. Because the application is stored on and operates from the vehicle’s mobile 
computer, there is no latency so the software responds immediately to the user’s commands. 
 
Informed® Digital Field Guides MDC Edition 2007™ is available by subscription, which includes 
support and regular updates, ensuring that first responders and their departments have the most updated 
methods, protocols and response checklists available. 
 
Having concluded 12 months of development and field-testing, Informed has begun the national rollout of 
its new software application. Among the first departments to use Informed® Digital Field Guides MDC 
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Edition 2007™ in the field is the San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department, which is currently 
deploying the software in 500 patrol cars and mobile field units. 
 
 
About Informed Publishing 
Since 1986, Informed Publishing has been the leading producer of field-reference products for first 
responders around the world. Informed Publishing’s critical-information tools are trusted by EMTs, fire 
fighters, nurses, physicians, law enforcement officials and homeland security personnel to provide the most 
reliable emergency information. Informed’s field-tested guides include full-color graphics printed on tear-
resistant and waterproof plastic, and its Informed Digital Field Guides MDC Edition 2007 puts that same 
vital information at first responders’ fingertips wherever they may be. For more information, please visit 
http://www.informedguides.com/  
 

 


